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on some special combination of physical con-
ditions tliat have gone before; or thirdly, that
creation properly was once for all, in the
beginning, but of such a nature, that all later
species of life and active powers were then
bestowed in a latent form, so as to reveal
themselves gradually in due season, and by
an ascending scale of progress, without the
need for any later and special interference of
the Creator's hand. Each of these varieties
will be found, I believe, on closer search, to
involve a real and essential contradiction, so
as to be, in the favourite phrase of some lead-
ing evolutionists, " literally unthinkable."

The first alternative makes creation by law
a strictly continuous work through the whole
course of past history. Now this simply de-
nies Creation, and puts in its place a wholly
distinct idea, that of a superintending Provi-
dence. What this Providence is to do is not
explained, since the actual changes are referred
wholly to pro-existing laws alone. But this
constant presidency over all changes from
moment to moment has no one character of a
of creation. It is *f work of providence
conservation alone. Creation by law, on
this view, is simply a fraudulent misnomer, to
conceal the denial of creation altogether, and